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COMING EVENTS 

General Meeting New Ideas on Victorian Geology — David Taylor 

Plant Group Workshop 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion ‘Eynesbury’ — Leader: Peter Bright 

Excursion Lake Corangamite, Stoney Rises — 

Leaders: Joe Hubbard, Geoff Beilby & Colac SCAP 

Bird Group Birds from the Inside Out, part 3 — Craig Morley 
Biodiversity Group Workshop — Fungi? 

General Meeting Geelong’s Botanical Revival — John Arnott 

Campout Little Desert — Leader: John Bottomley 

Plant Group Workshop meeting 

Excursion (N.B. Saturday) Melbourne Aquarium Behind the Scenes — Leader: Claire Greenwell 
Bird Group Malaysian Birds — Susan Myers 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion Blue Circle Cement — Leader: Pat Streefkerk 


Biodiversity Group Workshop 


The Club Website & home page — the new address 


GFNC Web page: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ 


No email address: please use email addresses of committee members on the back page 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. 
PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES 2002/03 


JUNE 2002 


General Meeting: John Arnott- ‘Geelong's Botanical 
Revival’ 


7-10 Campout: Little Desert 
Leaders: -John Bottomley, Diana Primrose 
11 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 
15 Saturday Excursion: Behind the scenes-Aquarium 
Leader: Claire and Dennis Greenwell 
18 Bird Group: Susan Myers — Malaysian Birds' 
25 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 
JULY 
2 General Meeting: Lindsay Smail — ‘Weather Wonders of 
Geelong’ 
TBA Winter Wader Count 
9 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 
16 Bird Group: John Bottomley — 'Freckled Ducks’ 
21 Excursion: Eastern Wombat Forest 
Leaders: John Bottomley, Noel Schleiger 
23 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 
30 Mammal Group 
AUGUST 
6 General Meeting: Members Night 
13 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 
18 Excursion: Enfield State Forest 
Leaders: Bernie Franke, Dave King 
20 Bird Group: Gordon Mc Carthy — ‘Chats’ 
27 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 
SEPTEMBER 
3 General Meeting: Alan Reid — ‘Timelines’ 
10 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 
15 Excursion: Anglesea Heathland 
Leader: Alison Watson, Margaret MacDonald 
17 Bird Group: Jocelyn Calvert —‘Birding in Ethiopia’ 
24 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 
OCTOBER 
1 General Meeting: Barry Kentish — 'Red-footed 
Boobies on Cocos Islands' 
4-6 Campout: Glenburn with Alan Reid 
Leader: Dick Southcombe 
8 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 
15 Bird Group: Trevor Pescott —'Eggs' 
20 Excursion— Local Grasslands 
Leaders: Donna Wood, Mark Trengove 
22 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting ` 
25-27 VFNCA Campout Ballarat 
29 Mammal group 
NOVEMBER 
5 General Meeting: Bill Birch Volcanoes of Victoria’ 
9-18 ANN Launceston 
12 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 


November continued next column 


NOVEMBER continued 


17 


19 
26 


Excursion: Mt Elephant & Lismore birds 
Leaders: Diana Primrose, Isobel Wager 

Bird Group: Danny Rogers — ‘The Painted Snipe’ 
Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 


DECEMBER 2002 


1 Challenge Bird Count 

3 General Meeting: Members Night. 

10 Plant Group Excursion 

JANUARY 2003 

19 Saturday % Day Excursion: Botanic Gardens 
Leader: Ray Baverstock, Bob Preston 

21 Bird Group: ‘Finding more of our elusive birds’ (Team 
effort) 

TBA Summer Wader Count 

24-27 Campout: Falls Creek - Leader: TBA 

FEBRUARY 2003 

4 General Meeting: Ken Bell: ‘Geelong's Micro Fossils’ 

11 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

16 Excursion: Coastal Fossil Search 
Leaders: Dick Southcombe, Ken Bell 

18 Bird Group: Marilyn Hewish — ‘Birds of Lake Victoria’ 

25 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

MARCH 2003 

4 General Meeting: Sue Longmore -— ‘Swan Bay 
Catchment’ 

7-10 VFNCA Campout - Behind the Scenes — Melbourne 

11 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

16 Excursion: Swan Bay Catchment/ Edwards Point 
Leaders: Diana Primrose, SBEA representative 

18 Bird Group: Barry Lingham — ‘Bird Watching in Great 
Britain’ 

25 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 

APRIL 2003 

1 AGM - Members Night: Joan [EBE Trevor Pescott— 
‘Otways Vision’ 

8 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

15 Bird Group: Margaret Cameron — ‘Counts: What do we 
learn?’ 

22 Biodiversity Group: Worksho > Meeting 

27 Excursion: Otways (Note 4" Sunday) 
Leaders: Joan Lindros, Trevor Pescott 

29 Mammal group 

MAY 2003 

6 General Meeting: Victorian Frog Group — ‘The Latest on 
Frogs’ 

13 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

18 Excursion:~ Werribee Gorge/ Nth Brisbane Ranges 
Leaders: Graeme Tribe, Marilyn Hewish 

20 Bird Group: Craig Morley — Birds From The Inside Out - 
Part 4’ 

27 Biodiversity Group: Workshop Meeting 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 


Please detach and forward to: THE HONORARY TREASURER, G.F.N.C Inc, P.O. Box 1047, GEELONG 3220 
See over for subscription rates. 


NAME 


Dr./Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms. 


ADDRESS 


Contact Phone (B) 


(A/H.) 


Type of Membership 


Supporting Member E 


Joint/Family 


Ordinary Member 
Junior/Student 


Corporate Member Publications Only 


Geelong Bird Report [ms] Bird Report Posted 


Sa) a) (ae 


Donation $ Please send receipt 


We are fortunate to live in an area containing some of Australia's 
richest and diverse ecosystems. We appreciate our natural 
environment and look forward to sharing this enjoyable interest with 
visitors and new members at Club activities. There are over 70 
organised events with which you can become involved. 


Geelong Field Naturalists participate in 

- conducted field trips to local areas of natural significance 

- illustrated presentations by leaders in natural environment subjects. 
- bushland, coastal and alpine campouts 

- flora and fauna surveys 

- conservation projects 

- exhibitions displaying aspects of our local environment 


Many of us are learners and observers, some are experts in their 
fields. 


Since 1961 our Club has been influential in protecting the diminishing 
natural environment. We are actively involved in the development 
and management of many local Reserves and Parks; tree planting 
and environmental weed control are ongoing projects. We carry out 
flora and fauna surveys for various authorities and environment 
groups. Our fine record on conservation issues has earned the 
respect of government and community organisations. 


We meet at 8 P.M. at the Meeting Room at the rear of Clairvaux 
School’s main hall, Reynolds Rd Belmont, where we have 
monthly group activities. 

Melways reference 465 D2 


General Meeting - 1** Tuesday of month. Usually an illustrated talk 
by specialists on a wide range of natural environment subjects, eg 
land forms, plants, birds, animals, insects, marine/aquatic/shore life, 
stars/planets, rocks, weather, earthquakes, etc., followed by 
discussion. Members are encouraged to share their nature study 
observations and bring items to put on our specimen table for 
exhibition and/or identification. 

Contact: Alison Watson Ph.52661087 

Plant Group: 2" Tuesday of month. Members share and develop 
their knowledge of plants in a relaxed and friendly manner at 
discussion sessions and field trips. 

Contact: Dick Southcombe Ph.52433916 

Bird Group: 3" Tuesday of month. Specialist speakers, bird 
counts, identification of species, sharing and discussing observations 
of birds and bird behaviour. 

Contact: John Bottomley Ph.52841554 

Mid Week Bird Excursion: 3" Thursday of the month. Half day 
walk to nearby birding locations i 
Contact: Polly Cutliffe Ph.52440182 j 
Biodiversity Workshop Group: 4!" Tuesday of the month From 
Arachnids and Amphibians to Zooplankton and Zebras, in fact 
anything that is not a bird or plant. 

Contact: Frank Scheelings Ph.52297494 

Mammal Survey Group: 5" Tuesday of the month Surveys, are 
conducted in local areas to determine the mammal species present. 
The GFNC has a survey permit from the Department of NRE to trap 
and release small mammals. 

Contact: Trevor Pescott Ph.52434368 


STATEMENT OF PURPOSES 

(1) To stimulate the study and appreciation of natural history 
by: 
(a) Lectures, - discussions and excursions to areas 
displaying features of ecological interest 
(b) Taking part in ecological surveys and field studies from 


time to time. 
(2) To preserve and protect Australian Flora and Fauna 
(3) To issue statements and comments on proposals regarding 


the management of areas of ecological significance, in order 
to aid the conservation of natural resources and the 
protection of endangered species and habitats. 

(4) To faithfully record information, to disseminate knowledge 
and to act as a source of information and opinion on matters 
relevant to the Association's purposes. 


MEMBERSHIP RATES 2002/03 
All members receive copies of the monthly magazine-Geelong Naturalist at meetings or by post. 


Supporting member $41.00 Ordinary member $31.00 
Joint/Family member $41.00 Junior/student member (under 18) $7.00 
Corporate member $36.00 Subscriber to monthly publications only $26.00 


Annual Geelong Bird Report. $5.00 ($6.50 if posted) 
Extra donations gratefully accepted 


A receipt will be posted if requested. Make cheques payable to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 
Please complete the details on the reverse of this tear-off slip. 
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Tonight — 
° we are presenting Honorary Life Membership Certificates to 3 long-standing and hard-working members — 
Nora Errey, Lily Sherwood and Geoff Mathison. 
° And our speaker is David Taylor. His topic is 'New Ideas on Victorian Geology'. 


Next month’s speaker will be John Arnott on the subject of Geelong’s Botanical Revival. 
John is a relative new comer to both Geelong and the Botanic Gardens world, having joined the team at the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens in October 2000. 


Prior to joining the team at the Geelong Botanic Gardens, John worked for many years as Horticulturist at Melbourne 
Zoo, most recently as Curator of Horticulture. He's been actively involved in the horticultural development of many 
major initiatives at the Zoo, including the Butterfly House, Gorilla Rainforest, and Endangered Grasslands 
Conservation Program and threatened orchid recovery program. 


John looks forward with enthusiasm to the challenges ahead associated with the implementation of the Masterplan 
for the Geelong Botanic Gardens. His talk will detail the Geelong Botanic Gardens, from both the historic and 
contemporary perspective. 


NEWS BITES! 


° Please contact your local state parliamentarians and teil them how —: Advance Notice:— 
important it is to have FULL implementation and protection for the ` 
proposed Marine National Parks — they should be voting on it this Little Desert Campout 
month. 7—10 June 2002 
Environment Victoria is holding a RALLY FOR OUR FORESTS on 
Saturday May 18, 11.00 am Batman Park, corner of Spencer and 
Flinders Street, (opposite Melbourne Convention Centre). 
Latest information from CSIRO - Unearthing salt's deadly 
ambushes 
Saline timebombs are ticking deep in buried fossil riverbeds beneath 
the surface of modern Victoria. Geology is lying in ambush for unwary 
land managers, making the challenge of winding back salinity in the 
landscape more complex and difficult than previously thought, warns 
Professor Neil Phillips of CSIRO Exploration & Mining. Read more at: ; 
http://www.csiro.au/page.asp?type=mediaRelease&id=BenallaVicSalt Fuel Ob See a a, 
Don't forget to have a look at our Library! If you can't find what you maB EE iie prices 
want, ask the member on duty — there is a ‘finding’ list. Periodicals please phone John. 
are under the books in the cupboard. We have magazines and i 
newsletters from many clubs and organisations going back many Please put your name on the list 
years for your research! Ç tonight so that we know you are 
On display tonight are the astronomical telescope, low power going or contact John as soon as 
binocular microscope, the Hach direct reading Spectrophotometer possible. 
(water testing equipment) and dip-nets etc. bought by Barry Lingham 
before he left for England, have a look at them! Phone: 5284 1554 


Email: Johnbo@swift.net.au 


This Campout will be held in the 
Little Desert area and will be led by 
John Bottomley. Accomodation is 
available at Whimpy's. The general 
meeting next month is the Tuesday 
before that weekend which gives 
little time to book ahead. 


KEBEEBBREBEBEBEBE 
CLUB EXCURSION os We welcome new members š 
w new 

SUNDAY 19 MAY 2002 š & 
LAKE CORANGAMITE - STONEY RISES £ Ms Felicity Thyer # 
$£ and # 
Meet at Clairvaux School at 9.00 am or Dennis Street, Colac (north A Mrs Gillian Walker = 
side of town ers) at ane Spee we a find Geoff Beilby, te to the Club and wish them a long & 
our excursion leader, and other members. & and happy association. Æ 
Something of interest for all! We will visit a site containing rare and & š 

endangered plants, the Floating Island Reserve, the lake shore for a ee 
bird-watching, and some freshwater springs off Hawks Nest Road. KEEGEEBEBBEBZBEEBE 

For further details, contact Joe Hubbard 5229 4885 For more notices... 


see pages 2, 3, 5,10 & 12 
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OUT AND ABOUT 


Out and About in Tumut, New 
South Wales, we found the Tumut 
Grevillea G. wilkinsonii, which is a 
nationally endangered species. 
Only about 600 plants remain in 
the wild, mostly on private property 
near the Goobragandra River. The 
grevillea is one of the ‘toothbrush’ 
varieties, with pink flowers and few 
serrations on the margins of the 
leaves. It has been propagated by 
the Canberra Botanic Gardens 
and may now be purchased as a 
garden plant. The shrubs we saw 
had been planted at the Tumut 
Ecology Reserve, which we 
thought was a sad place of once 
high hopes. 


In 1992 the reserve was 
established as a community 
project by the Tumut Ecology 
Reserve Trust Board with the 
support of various public bodies 
the local community. Ten years on 
the paths were neglected, the 
‘visitor centre’ seemed abandoned 
and the only sign of use was a still 
burning fire left by some overnight 
prowlers. (The day was hot and 
fortunately windless; we did our 
best to pull the fire apart.) 


Another Tumut project that seems 
to have stalled is the Riverglade 
project which was to have 
revitalised the wetlands of the 
Tumut Common. Failure to obtain 
a National Heritage Trust Grant in 
1999 has meant the withdrawal of 
council support. The Wetlands 
Committee had prepared a 
concept design to enhance the 
degraded natural wetland to a 
community resource and provide 
bird hides and walking tracks. 
Problems to be addressed 
included rubbish associated with 
stormwater runoff, weed 
infestation, pollution from cattle 
and carp control. Sounds 
alarmingly familiar. 


Here in Geelong | am hopeful that 
the proposed Council 
Management Plan for Belmont 
Common (scheduled for 


... Valda Dedman 


December 2002) will provide a 
positive environmental 
enhancement of the whole area. 
There is a great opportunity to 
restore the whole wetland system. 
When the time comes for public 
comment, probably in May or 
June, the GFNC will have a 
definite role to play. Meanwhile we 
need to get some ideas together 
for a concept plan. 


On a happier note, the Friends of 
Inverleigh Flora and Fauna 
Reserve seem alive and well. 
They recently obtained a grant to 
buy a GPS unit, maps and a digital 
camera, which they will use to 
map the flora of the reserve. They 
aim to produce a CD-Rom of the 
Reserve. There have been good 
displays of Parson’s Bands there 
this year. 
X 

At the National Library in Canberra 
we visited the Burke & Wills 
exhibition and saw some of 
Ludwig Becker's original drawings. 
He made detailed notes of the 
flora and fauna he painted. These 
included the Diamond Dove and 
the Long-haired Rat, Rattus 
villosissimus, which was in plague 
proportions at Desolation Camp, in 
February 1861 and caused the 
party a great deal of distress. 
Nevertheless, the drawing is 
meticulous and Becker notes that 
‘5 rows of bristles, the 3 first ones 
black, the lower ones white, are on 
upper-lip’. He painted this when 
the daytime temperature reached 
112 degrees, in ‘a living hell’, 
where there was neither shade nor 
fresh water. Wills, by the way, 
found rats, roasted in their skin to 
be ‘most delicious’. 


The exhibition is coming to the 
State Library of Victoria later in the 
year, where a different selection of 
Becker's work will be shown. 


You can see much of it on www. 
burkeandwills.net/archives/ 
fmbeckerso.html. There you will 
find the ‘so-called Darling Pea’ 
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Swainsona greyana, found in 
Victoria only on Lindsay Island in 
the far north-west. Nearer to home 
we have the Coast Swainson-pea 
S. lessertifolia, and S. behriana, 
‘rare, widespread but sporadic’, 
usually found in grassland and 
grassy woodland. Perhaps it is at 
Inverleigh Common. Both flower 
mostly from August to January. 
X 

Also at the exhibition was a 
nardoo cake and seed collected by 
E.J. Welch in 1862 from the 
aborigines of Cooper's Creek. 
According to Wills’s diary, ‘the 
ground in some parts was quite 
black’ with the ‘seed’. He had first 
been looking for the seeds of a 
tree! Nardoo cake is made from 
the ground-up sporocarps of 
Marsilea drummondii. What Wills 
did not know is that nardoo 
contains the enzyme thiaminases 
that destroys vitamin B1. The 
sporocarps must be ground with 
water and then baked, to 
neutralise the toxic enzyme, which 
Burke & Wills failed to do, so 
although they ground large 
quantities into flour which they 
mixed to a paste, they died of beri- 
beri. 


Although I’ve seen lush pastures 
of Marsilea, complete with spore 
cases, along the Diamantina and 
at the Macquarie marshes, | have 
never seen a fruiting nardoo plant 
at Belmont Common., where it 
grows at just about its southern 


limit. 
<> 
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Plant Group 
...Dick Southcombe 
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eserve discussed at the April ¥ 
x meeting included weeds, 
* indigenous and non-indigenous x 
* species. The non-Victorian x 
* species were difficult to identify * 
* as our Library does not include * 
: the necessary reference books. 
* 

x Please bring 
* specimens - 

* flowering — of Victorian natives * 
to our May workshop/meeting. * 
* 
Kuwa ROO ko kok KK KOK III III IIE 
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President's Corner JOISISICI ICI III IEE 
AE MOSS For the last two years, 
Joe Hubbard has 
presented us with 
highlights from his 
personal diaries—a light- 
hearted but in-depth 
look at what he saw 
happening in the natural 
world during previous 
years’ meanderings 
usually with his wife Val 
daughter Sarah or son 
Cameron; mostly around 
Geelong, but sometimes 
from further a field. 


A warm welcome to our incoming Committee — it is very pleasing 
that we have all ‘office bearer’ positions filled. However, it is 
unfortunate that we lack four ordinary committee members. 

Do you feel you may have something to contribute? What better 
way to see how you can become involved than by becoming an 
ordinary committee member. Have a chat with one of the 
Committee and see what is entailed. 


Ray Baverstock continues as the Public Officer of our 
Incorporated Association, and attends to the necessary 
documentation required by the Registrar each year — and pays 
our incorporation fee! Thankyou Ray. ‘ 
Our Vice-president, John Bottomley, has agreed to take on 
Program Coordinator duties (which some vice presidents had 
done in the past). Thankyou John. John will be the contact 
person for all things associated with the program. 


I/we want to update our list of ‘Duty Holders/ Helpers/Contacts on 
other organisations’, which is sadly out of date. If you are 
representing the GFNC on another committee somewhere, or are 
a contact person for us, could you please tell me or one of our 
Committee? 


Joe has decided to take a 
break from his regular 
column, but no doubt he 

will keep us up to date on 

some of his future 


HEE RE BE HK BE HE HEHE HE OK HE EE HE HK BE EE HE RE XE HE RE RE NE HEHEHE BEE XE HE NE SEE NE XE EE XE BEE XE HK HE 
HE HE HE HE HE HE HE HE HE HE HE SHE HK HE HE SEH HK HE SE HE HK HE SHE HE HK HE SHE HK HE SHE HE SKE HE HE HE HK HE SE HE HE HE HE HE HE HK 


The Committee has sent a letter to the Curator of the Geelong adventures! 
Botanic Gardens, John Arnott, stating our Club’s requirements for 
suitable Club rooms/library accommodation. This follows 
discussion on the possibility of GFNC sharing the facilities Thankyow Joe = 
envisaged as part of the Botanic Gardens redevelopment. 

DE HEHE HE IKE KE 3 HE HE SE SE HE HE >€ >€ 


ADVANCE NOTICE FOR JUNE EXCURSION 


EXTRA SPECIAL BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE 
MELBOURNE AQUARIUM 


May 2001 a small group of Members were introduced to the new Melbourne Aquarium ... 


Now, at the special price $15.00 per person, we have been booked in for the 
Deluxe Back of House Tour 
starting at 10.00 am on Saturday, June 15, 2002. 


Please let Claire Greenwell know if you wish to attend, we need to advise them of numbers and make 
arrangements to be there on time. Phone 5243 7047 
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A Harvestman from Cape Otway 


...Dave King 


Unit 216/86 Church Street, Grovedale 3216 


Opilones, Phalangiidae family. 
Nearside appendages removed for clarity. 


[itroduction 


In mid-February, 2002, the Mammal Trapping Group conducted a survey for mammals at Cape Otway. The location 
(38° 49° 45"S 143° 31’ 28"E) being the property of Lizzie Corke & Shayne Neal, that is to be developed as The Cape 
Otway Centre for Conservation Ecology. As well as live mammal traps, a series of pitfall traps were employed that 
provided a convenient source for the collection of invertebrates. Amongst the invertebrate specimens collected was a 
Harvesiman of the family Phalangiidae. These Arachnids belong to the Order Opiliones. Although not uncommon, 
they appear to be rarely seen, being small, nocturnal and inhabiting ground litter. 


They are a worldwide group of animals, found in all continents, with the exception of the Arctic and Antarctic. Being of 
little economic concern, there has been little work done on the natural history and taxonomy of this group. The subject 
species has not been determined, but is possibly a Nelima, an introduced species, commonly named a Longlegged 
Harvestman (Naumann, 1993), a name derived from the fact that they were most evident during harvesting operations 
(Comstock, 1913). 


Description 

In the order of things, Opiliones lie between the spiders and mites, which means they have some of the attributes of 
both. Opiliones do not have the distinctive constriction between the prosoma and abdomen that spiders have. 
Chelicarae, the paired pre-oral appendages, terminate in a bifid chela. This is represented by a fang in the spider. 
Pedipalpus, the second anterior paired appendages, terminate in a small simple claw. The extremely long slender legs 
are seven segmented, the tarsal segment having a large number of joints.~ Legs are carried in a raised manner, 
supporting the body close to the ground. Most of the segments are covered with a series of very fine short spines. 


The eyes are a: notable feature of the specimen. Two relatively large eyes are placed laterally in a tubercule or 
ocularium, situated centrally on the prosoma. The body segmentation is not clearly defined, being mostly fused into a 
united exoskeleton, the dorsal surface of which is in the general form of a shield. Colouration and patterning is of a 
grey ground marbled with dark grey and black. 


Opiliones do not have silk glands as spiders do; they do have a pair of odoriferous glands, the orifices of which, in this 
case, are situated close to the coxae of the first pair of legs. When irritated a fluid is excreted, described by some as 
smelling of walnuts, and others as horseradish (Savory, 1935). 


References 
Comstock, J.H. (1913) The Spider Book, Doubleday Page & Co., New York. 
Naumann, |. (1993) Handbook of Australian Insect Names, CSIRO, East Melbourne. 
Savory, T.H. (1935) The Arachnids, Edward Arnold & Co., London. 
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Mammal Trapping Report 
Paddy Swamp Road, Bambra 


...Trevor Pescott for Mammal Study Group 
GPS 38°21’S 143°59'E 
Paddy Swamp Road runs south from the end of Wurdale Road to the Bambra-Aireys Inlet Road. 


The dominant vegetation is Messmate with a bracken understorey. At the southern end are extensive pine plantations 
established in the 1960s—1970s. 


Two trapping sites were selected. 

Jë Along the almost-dry water course, part of Wormbete Creek, where it is crossed by Wormbete East Road (traps 
1—9 upstream, 10-16 downstream of the road). , 
Mature Manna Gum canopy with some Blackwood, Dogwood, Hop Goodenia, Fishbone Water-fern, Bracken 
and Poa tussocks beneath. : 

2! East of Paddy Swamp Road, opposite Firetail Track, traps 17—29 set in a transect beside a seepage line where 
Prickly Tea-tree grew beneath a canopy of Messmate with Hop Wattle and Bracken understorey. 


Date: nights of 11—13 April 2002 
Weather: light rain on the morning 12.4.02, heavy rain overnight 12.4.02, then fine, mild and sunny. 
25 Elliott and 4 cage traps on 3 nights. 

Bait: honey, peanut butter and oatmeal. 


Results: 


Mammal Atlas 


12.4.02 — morning 
traps 1—9 nil 
10-161 Bush Rat Rattus fuscipes 
17-291 Brown Antechinus Antechinus stuartii 


Our atlas of mammals around 
Geelong is developing well. The area 
covered is Werribee River to Cape 
Otway, inland to Inverleigh, 
Winchelsea and Colac. 

Any records from year 2001 onwards 
(i.e. Start of last year) are welcome. 
All mammal species are included. 
Record forms are available tonight. 


13.4.02 — morning 
traps 1-9 2 R. fuscipes 
10-161 R. fuscipes 
17-292 A. stuartii 


13.4.02 — afternoon 
traps 1-9 nil 


10-16nil 
17-292 A. stuartii 


14.4.02 — morning 
traps 1-9 


2 R. fuscipes 


Barwon Bird Counts 

The C.C.M.A. sponsored Barwon 
River bird-counts will continue in the 
form they have for the last two years. 
Anybody interested should contact 


Trevor. 

The counts will be at least a week 
earlier each June, September, 
Note, allowing for some retrapping, we caught 7 R. fuscipes and 8 A. stuartii in | December and March than 

87 trap-nights. previously to avoid the Bird Group 
mid-week excursion. 


10-162 R. fuscipes,2 A. stuartii 
17-292 R. fuscipes, 3 A. stuartii 


Measurements: R. fuscipes (n=4) head-body 145, 150, 160, 165 mm 


tail 155,170, 170, 175 mm Nest box survey 
The nest box survey at Stephens 
The head-body length may be under-measured as the animals were held in a| Road (Barwon Water) Bannockburn 
calico bag. c.f. average 165 mm and tail 158 mm (The Australian Museum| bushland will take place this August 
Complete Book of Australian Mammals, Ronald Strahan ed., Angus &|to December (it lapsed in 2001). 
Robertson, 1983.) 
Volunteers for both surveys are 
Spotlighting: a short (15 minute) spotlight inspection of the site on 13.4.02 asked to contact Trevor Pescott — 


produced several bats (unidentified spp.) phone 5243 4368 


Other mammals: Eastern Grey Kangaroo 
Swamp Wallaby 
(Old) Short-beaked Echidna diggings 


Red Fox (scat) 


Next trapping will be Thursday 6 
June to Sunday 9 June, at 635 
Lighthouse Road, Cape Otway. 
More detail in June issue. 
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Excursion 21 April 2002 
Reedy Lake and Point Henry 


Despite the Duck Season (which 
led to a complete absence of 
ducks) our visit to Reedy Lake was 
quite successful, and we recorded 
41 bird species. We enjoyed the 
flowering Creeping Monkey-flower 
Mimulus repens and Southern 
Sea-heath Frankenia pauciflora 
(identified by Dick Southcombe). 
The water level is fairly low leaving 
muddy edges for waders and 
shallow water and plenty of 
vegetation for other water birds 
including hundreds of Purple 
Swamphens. Highlights at Moolap 
Station Road included 14 Glossy 
Ibis, an Australian Bittern, good 
telescope views of at least 3 
Australian Crakes, and many 
White-faced Herons including 
flocks of 21 and 69 birds. Waders 
included 5+ Red-kneed Doitterels, 
2+ Black-fronted Dotterels and 12+ 
Greenshanks as well as the usual 
Black-winged Stilts and Masked 
Lapwings. At least 20 Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers were a surprise as 
these migrants have usually left 
this area by April. Bryant Attwood 
pointed out a pair of Black- 
shouldered Kites apparently 
nesting in the trees at Moolap 
Station Road. Other. raptors were 
Whistling Kites, Swamp Harriers, 
and a speedy Australian Hobby. 
We had lunch at the Whitehorse 
Road entrance to the Lake, where 
there were fewer birds but we 
increased our total of Yellow-billed 
Spoonbills to 15 and also saw 2 
Royal Spoonbills. 


After lunch we moved to the Alcoa 
wetlands at Point Henry. Alcoa has 
been developing these wetlands 
for over 10 years, and are actively 
managing freshwater wetlands 
(which use water from the smelter 
and their sewerage works as well 
as run-off from the plant’s roofs 
and paved surfaces), as well as 
coastal salt marsh and saltwater 
ponds from the area’s long history 
as a Saltworks. There are almost 
100 bird species on the list, many 
of which breed including Black 

. Swans, Pacific Black Ducks, Grey 
Teal, and a colony of White Ibis. 


...Vlargaret Cameron 


Alcoa has done an excellent job of 
fox control and in recent years 
ground-nesting birds like Pied 
Oystercatchers, Black-winged 
Stilts and Black-fronted Doiterels 
have successfully raised young. 
Peregrine Falcons nest on the 
crane at the end of the conveyor 
belt, and other raptors also breed 
including Kestrels, Brown Falcons 
and Black-shouldered Kites. 
Unfortunately this did not prove to 
be a very birdy day and we 
recorded only 37 bird species, 
including 2 Black-tailed Native- 
hens spotted by Rob Ganly, and 
22 Hoary-headed Grebes. But we 
did see the Best Bird of the whole 
day — we had wonderful views of 
an adult White-bellied Sea-eagle, 
the first seen in the area since an 
immature in 1984. 


Birdlist for Reedy Lake 
Numbers are given only when 
noteworthy 


Pelicans (flying) 
Little Pied Cormorant 


White-faced Heron including 
flocks of 21 and 69 

Cattle Egrets 50+ 

Great Egrets 5+ 

Australian Bittern (1 flying) 

Glossy Ibis 14 

White Ibis 

Straw-necked Ibis 

Royal Spoonbills 2 

Yellow-billed Spoonbills 5+ 

Black Swans 8+ 


Black-shouldered Kites Pair 
hanging around nest near 

Moolap Station Road 

Whistling Kite 

Swamp Harrier 

Australian Hobby 

Australian Crake 3+ 


Purple Swamphen hundreds! 
Masked Lapwing 

Red-kneed Dotterel 5+ 
Black-fronted Dotterel 2+ 
Black-winged Stilt 

Greenshank 12+ 


Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 20+ 
unusual in April 

Whiskered Tern 1 

Galah 

Common Skylark 

Welcome Swallow 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike — 2 in trees 
near Moolap Station Road 


May 2002 


Blackbird 1 in lignum near 
Moolap Station Road 

Willie Wagtail 

Golden-headed Cisticola 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Striated Fieldwren 2 single 
birds, singing in lignum bushes 
at Moolap Station Road and 
Whitehorse Road 

White-plumed Honeyeater in trees at 

Moolap Station Road 

White-fronted Chats 

House Sparrows 

Common Starlings 

Magpie Larks 

Australian Magpie 

Little Raven 


Birdlist for Point Henry 

Numbers are given only when 

noteworthy 

Hoary-headed Grebe 22 in CPL 
pond 

Australasian Grebe 1 in ornamental 
pond 

Pelican 

Little Pied Cormorant 

White-faced Heron 

Great Egret 

Little Egret 1 

White Ibis 

Black Swan 

Pacific Black Duck 

Grey Teal 

Chestnut Teal 

Hardhead 

Black-shouldered Kite 2 

Whistling Kite 

White-bellied Sea-eagle 1 adult, a 
first for Pt Henry since 1984 

Swamp Harrier 

Black-tailed Native-hen 2 near 
ornamental pond 

Purple Swamphen 

Masked Lapwing 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

Black-winged Stilts 

Greenshank 

Silver Gull 

Pacific Gull 

Crested Terns 

Spotted Dove 

Skylark 

Welcome Swallow 

Richard's Pipit 

Willie Wagtail 

Golden-headed Cisticola — several at 
sewage ponds 

Superb Fairy-wren 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

White-fronted Chat 

Goldfinch 

Magpie Lark 


1 adult at beach 
(at beach) 


yp 
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Annual General Nieeting 2 April 2002 


REPORTS FROM THREE CLUB MEMBERS INVOLVED WITH 
COMMITTEES IN THE GEELONG REGION 


[This is the first of 3 reports, the 
others by Dave King and Valda 
Dedman will follow next month.] 


TREVOR PESCOTT 
BUCKLEY FALLS 


About 15 years ago the Geelong 
Environment Council became 
desperately concerned about the 
condition of the Buckley Falls region 
and as a result a Friends Group 
(FOBF) was formed. A committee of 
management was structured with 
representatives from four 
municipalities (Geelong, S. Barwon, 
Barrabool and Corio) and other 
representatives. The current 
committee consists of Tony Woolford 
(The key person of FOBF ), Trevor 
Pescott (GFNC) and representatives 
from Barwon Water, City of Greater 
Geelong, Parks Victoria and Dept. of 
NRE. The committee meets quarterly 
with the role of confirming and 
overseeing activities in the Buckley 
Falls region. 

The Buckley Falls area has 
developed beautifully from a very run 
down piece of public land through to 
what is now really one of two gems 
in the crown of public land under the 
management of the City of Greater 
Geelong. The other gem is the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens and 
Eastern Park. 

The difference between the two 
groups is considerable because 
Buckley Falls is managed mainly by 
a community group where the 
members do most of the manual 
work involving selective weed cutting 
and planting local indigenous 
species. 

The latest development is the 
building of two bridges for 
pedestrians and cycles with funding 
provided from Park’s Victoria. The 
bridges are 1. across the Barwon 
River between Queen’s Park and 
Fyansford Common and 2. across 
the anabranch of the Moorabool 
River. (At the time of publishing this 
report these bridges are completed 
and in use.) 

Another happening at Buckley Falls 
is a decision not to provide a 


... Roy Whiteside 


pedestrian link between the stairway 
close to Buckley Falls (which can be 
reached from the upper car-park) 
and the region opposite the old 
paper mill. This decision was made 
following a report from Peter Yttrup, 
a consulting geologist, who was 
commissioned to look at the stability 
of the cliffs above the Bunya Pool. 
Mr Yttrup reported that the large 
rocks projecting from the cliff-face 
are unstable and in danger of falling. 
The pathway system, therefore, will 
terminate opposite the old paper mill 
so that the public will be discouraged 
from walking upstream of the 
terminated path. 


BALYANG SANCTUARY 


This ran dry in summer 2001 and it 
was unfortunate that a few birds 
died. There was an enormous public 
response to this wetland drying out, 
but it is normal for freshwater 
wetlands to dry out at some stage. 
The City of Greater Geelong, which 
is responsible for the management of 
the sanctuary, was urged to pump 
water to reinstate the water in the 
sanctuary. Trevor was asked by the 
City to develop a plan which would 
overcome a series of inherent 
problems. 

The sanctuary was built in 1972 
after a fight between representatives 
of junior sporting groups and 
conservation groups was won by the 
conservation groups. A remnant and 
marshy piece of ground was 
excavated to form a lake. This has 
resulted in a degraded wetland. The 
first need is to clean the dirty water 
before it enters the lake. The water is 
mostly fed by drainage from the 
Newtown hill and it is only when the 
Barwon has a high flood that the lake 
gets a good flush of water. The 
drainage water contains oils, fibre 
from car brakes, rubber, and many 
items of rubbish that usually get 
flushed into a drainage system. The 
first remedy is to install a coarse litter 
trap below Shannon Avenue where 
the main drainage pipe discharges 
into the lake. After these materials 
are removed, the water can be 
directed to the lake via a’ natural 
grass or aquatic plant filtration 
system consisting of reeds and 


sedges. Trevor reported on the poor 
mechanical structure of the 
sanctuary. On the eastern side there 
is a stone wall running along the 
edge of the lake. This wall needs to 
be removed and structured into a 
series of shallows with the addition 
of local indigenous vegetation 
planted between those shallows and 
Marnock Road. On the western 
boundary some of the plants e.g. 
pittosporum and Cootamundra 
Wattle are now classed as 
environmental weeds, which need to 
be removed and the area replanted 
with appropriate species. The 
deteriorating foot-bridges between 
the islands need to be replaced. The 
islands need to be replanted and the 
pathway system needs to be re- 
developed. Care is needed regarding 
removing weeds (e.g. willows, from 
the islands which are a roosting site 
for cattle egrets and cormorants). 


The City has sought advice from the 
GFNC on signage with Trevor who 
has been assigned to work out 
appropriate signs; e.g. “Why not to 
feed ducks?”, “Bread is bad for 
water” etc. and some interpretive 
signage e.g. on Foster Fyans who 
lived there for some years. Other 
ideas on improving the sanctuary 
would be welcomed from members 
of GFNC. 


BARWON RIVER BIRD COUNTS. 


These have recently finished 
officially but it is hoped that they will 
continue to be done for the next few 
years. The Corangamite Catchment 
Management Authority has a 
structure in place looking at the 
health of the Barwon River and it 
involves surveys of various things 
from platypuses through vegetation 
to macro-invertebrates and birds. 
GFNC has been involved in 
undertaking quarterly bird counts on 
31 sites along the Barwon. This has 
now been done 8 times and some 
very useful information has been 
compiled. Trevor wished to thank all 
the team leaders who had each 
looked at 3 or 4 sites. Counts were 
strictly regimented, being restricted 
to 20 minutes and to 300 metre 
stretches of the river. 


<> 
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Mid-week Bird Group 
Excursion Report 


Ingleby 
(near Winchelsea) 
18 April, 2002 


...Polly Cutcliffe 


F ollowing our rendezvous at 
Winchelsea, our leader Kay 
Campbell led us to the ‘Ingleby’ 
property where one of the owners, 
Kaye Chapman, welcomed us and 
gave the 14 members present a 
short talk on the history of the 
property, the focus of which is a 
lovely blue-stone house built by the 
Armitage family in the 1860s. 


A survey of the garden and 
orchard resulted in 34 species 
being recorded. These included 
Red-browed Finch, Grey Fantail, 
Silvereye, Striated Pardalote, Grey 
Shrike-thrush, Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill and White-throated 
Treecreeper. These last-mentioned 
have been seen regularly by the 
owners over the 5 years of their 
residence, and one is often seen 
‘house-creeping’ on the blue-stone 
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Biodiversity Group 
Workshop Report 


...Claire Greenwell 


On 23 April, 10 members had a 
lively discussion on skinks of the 
Geelong region. There are more 
than 10 different ones to be 
found, e.g. a Blue-tongue Lizard 
is a skink but looks nothing like 
the little ones found in the 
garden. 


We followed the workshop with 
about 100 slides of the natural 
environment that had been 
obtained by Barry Lingham. 


We are hoping for rain and 
fungi which will be the subject 
for our next workshop, no 
doubt there will be the usual 
(and some unusua)! 
specimens to identify. 


SII BIBI I BI IIIT IR RE I I I Pi A- -A 


bE eon P t-i -RR See ec Stone eC ee Mcrae eT ont Sante ey at: SORT Ser -R -R 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol.38 No. 1 


walls and chimneys! Two Restless 
Flycatchers were observed in the 
garden (apropos Marilyn Hewish’s 
April meeting presentation). A flock 
of Sulphur-crested Cockatoos were 
very active and noisy in the pine 
trees. A Peregrine Falcon flew low 
and slow overhead, giving us a 
very good view. ; 


A walk down the long tree-lined 
driveway after morning tea resulted 
in a few more species — Crimson 
Rosella, Red-rumped Parrot, Red 
Wattlebird, Golden Whistler and 
two (more we think) Restless 
Flycatchers. 


We drove back to Deans Marsh 
Road to a dam near the river. 21 
species were recorded at this 
location, including Straw-necked 
Ibis, White Ibis, White-necked 
Heron, Black-tailed Native-hen, 
Red-kneed Dotterel, Whistling Kite, 
Black-shouldered Kite and Brown 
Falcon. Three groups of about 30 
Red Wattlebirds flew over during 
the 45 minutes we were there — the 
latest Geelong Bird Report 
mentions that Autumn-Winter 
flocking is common for this 
species. 


Thankyou Kay for once again 
leading an interesting and 
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productive outing, and our thanks 
to the Chapmans for opening their 
property to us. 


NEXT MID-WEEK BIRD 
GROUP EXCURSION 


Thursday 16 May, 2002 
Eynesbury 


Leader: Peter Bright 
Peter has gained permission for us 
to visit the Eynesbury property 
south of Melton. He will also be 
investigating an area near the 
Melton Reservoir. 
Meet at 8.30 am Corio Village 
Carpark (Southwest corner) to 
share transport or 9.00 am 
deadline at the intersection of 
Bacchus Marsh Road and the 
Exford/Nerowie Road (3 km north 
of the Werribee Road). 
Bring lunch. 
Enquiries: 

Polly Cutcliffe 5244 0182 


(The June excursion will be 
another survey of the Blue Circle 
Cement property, following up on 
the one we undertook last year.) 


<> 


My Morning Walk 
...Colin Goldberg 


This morning, 22 March 2002, on my walk along ‘my’ part of Hovells 


Creek, there was any number of Moorhens and Swamphens feeding on the 
grass, five Black Duck on the water, and Red-rumped Parrots at my feet. 
Further on at the first bend on a low branch was a roosting Great Egret that 
stood up and ruffled.and shuffled its feathers and while | watched two 
White-faced Herons croaked and creaked their way up out of a tree 
overhead. 

Two Chestnut Teal kept pace with me to the second bend where | stood for 
about five minutes. 

| was above the low bank where the Red-rumps came down to bathe and 
drink and whilst there, a further fourteen Red-rumps flew down from 
opposite. 

Suddenly to my left alarm bells rang, and looking up | watched a Little 
Falcon fly the length of the creek. 

The White-naped Honeyeaters feeding on the seeds of the reeds in front of 
me merely looked up, then continued to feed. 

And of course, the whole time | was surrounded by dozens of Swallows 
feeding on insects. 

With my usual escort of Wagtails, | headed home. 

So starts another day in Lara. 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 
16 April 2002 


Marilyn Hewish spoke on the 


topic ‘Which of our birds are in 
trouble?’. She started her talk by 
telling the group that not much that 
she would say was in any sense 
positive. She warned us much of 
her talk would alert us to apparent 
declines in the numbers of several 
species that we have heretofore 
taken for granted in the Geelong 
region. Several of these species 
are not officially listed as 
threatened or endangered. 


Marilyn’s talk was based on 
changes in the local numbers, 
frequency of observation and 
distribution of five species 
observable in the region. These 
are the Speckled Warbler 
Chthonicola sagittata, Hooded 
Robin Melanodryas cucullata, 
White-throated Nightjar 
Eurostopodus mystacalis, Rufous 
Songlark Cincloramphus 
mathewsi, and Restless Flycatcher 
Myiagra inquieta. Among the 
sources of information used were 
Geelong Bird Reports for 1984— 
2000 and the books on the birds of 
Geelong by Charles Belcher in 
1914 and Trevor Pescott in 1983. 
For each of the five species, 
Marilyn showed a map comparing 
the Victorian distribution in the 
RAOU Atlas of Australian Birds for 
1977-81 and the Birds Australia 
Atlas for 1998-2001. She also 
presented tables for each species 
showing the frequency of 
observations at eleven locales in 
the Geelong region for the periods 
before 1960, 1961-90 and 1991— 
2002. 


The maps of the Victorian 
distribution of the Speckled 
Warbler clearly show that its 
distribution has become more 
restricted. It has disappeared from 
Gippsland and in its stronghold in 
the Box — Ironbark country it has a 
geographically narrower 
distribution than formerly. Although 
still found in the Geelong region in 
` several locations these populations 
are now isolated from populations 
further north. Whether this has any 


.. John Bottomley 


long term impact on reproductive 
success and population sizes 
remains to be seen. The current 
distribution of observations in the 
Geelong region suggests the birds 
are holding their own in the north 
of our region. In the Long Forest 
the bird is common and breeds 
regularly. Records are regular also 
for Eynesbury and Werribee 
Gorge. The Brisbane Ranges 
continue to provide a few records 
from around Steiglitz. Records for 
the You Yangs suggest it is 
declining in this location. There 
have been no records since the 
1980s from Inverleigh Common, 
Bannockburn Bush, Anglesea or 
the East Otways. Belcher records 
them as being present in Torquay 
and Ocean Grove, but they have 
not been seen in either location for 
many decades, as the woodlands 


in these areas have.been largely . 


cleared. Formerly widespread in 
the region, the Speckled Warbler is 
now restricted to areas north of 
Geelong with a stronghold, now 
geographically isolated from the 
main Victorian population, in the 
Long Forest. 


The presentation of the maps for 
the Hooded Robin drew a gasp 
from members, for the decline of 
this bird across the state is 
dramatic. In 1997—81 this bird was 
found in many locations south of 
the Dividing Range. By 2001 it had 
all but disappeared from the south 
of the state. Small restricted 
pockets still remain in Gippsland 
and the far southwest, but 
elsewhere it is not recorded save 
for a few records from the You 
Yangs. Prior to 1960 the Hooded 
Robin was present across the 
Geelong region in the Long Forest, 
Brisbane Ranges, You Yangs, 
Batesford, Torquay, Anglesea and 
the East Otways. It had 
disappeared from the last three by 
1960, the Long Forest by 1986, 
and the Brisbane Ranges by 1995. 
Since then it has been seen only in 
the You Yangs. Even in this 
location, it is infrequent with no 
records at all in 1999 and 2000. 
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Even more dramatic evidence of 
decline comes in the form of the 
maps for the distribution of the 
White-throated Nightjar. In 1977- 
81 this bird was widely distributed 
in the eastern half of Victoria with 
strongholds in the hilly and 
forested regions of Gippsland. 
Locally it was restricted to a few 
locations in the Brisbane Ranges 
where it could be reliably 
observed. This is no longer the 
case. The recent Atlas shows a 
few very restricted locations in 
Gippsland and none at all west of 
Melbourne. Atlas records indicate 
that the bird has experienced a 
strong decline since 1981. In the 
period 1960-90 this bird was 
commonly seen and heard at 
several locations in the Brisbane 
Ranges. By the late 1990s it was 
uncommon and has not been 
reported since 1999. It has not 
been reported in the You Yangs 
since 1971 and with one exception 
of a record in 1998 it has not been 
seen in the East Otways since 
1972. 


The fourth species discussed by 
Marilyn was the Rufous Songlark. 
Estimating changes in the 
numbers of this bird is made 
particularly difficult by the fact that 
it is a spring-summer migrant, and 
has always shown marked 
variations in numbers from year to 
year in our region. It is subject to 
periodic breakouts in which it is 
numerous, and so an apparent 
decline in numbers, even over 
several years, may not indicate a 
long-term problem. That said, the 
pattern of observations and 
distribution for this species are 
depressingly consistent with those 
of the birds already discussed. 
Seemingly holding its own north of 
the Dividing Range, it has 
apparently declined considerably 
since the period 1977-81 in the 
south of Victoria, with the sharpest 
decline in Gippsland. As is the 
case with the Speckled Warbler, 
there is no longer any apparent 
connection between populations 
north of the Divide and the birds 
reported in small numbers around 
Geelong and Melbourne. Recent 
records of this bird are scarce 
around Geelong. Birds were seen 
in the East Otways in 1997 with 
the only other records, all in 2001, 
from the Long Forest, You Yangs 
and Gnarwarre. Whether this bird 
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is truly in decline in the region is 
still open to debate. Its presence in 
the region has always been erratic. 
The state-wide contraction in its 
distribution between the two 
Atlases however suggests it would 
be wise to monitor numbers for 
some years to come. 


The last of the five birds discussed 
was the Restless Flycatcher. 
Across Victoria the maps show a 
clear decline north and south of 
the Dividing Range. It appears to 
be holding its own in central 
Victoria but is much less frequently 
reported from the Wimmera, 
Mallee, Western Victoria and 
Gippsland in the recent Atlas than 
was the case in 1977-81. This 
decline is reflected in the pattern of 
observations in our region. Until 
1990 the Restless Flycatcher was 
common in the Long Forest, 
Brisbane Ranges, You Yangs, 
Batesford, Bannockburn Bush, 
Torquay, the Bellarine Peninsula, 
Ocean Grove, Anglesea and the 
East Otways — indeed, everywhere 
in the region except the dense 
forest of the Otway Ranges 
(Pescott 1983). By 2002 it had 
become rare in the Long Forest, 
uncommon in the Brisbane 
Ranges and You Yangs and 
almost completely absent from 
Batesford, Torquay, the Bellarine 
Peninsula, Ocean Grove, 
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Anglesea and the East Otways. 
There is a single record at Torquay 
in 1996. The bird can now be 
described as common only in 
Bannockburn Bush. 


Marilyn’s talk generated a 


considerable amount of 
discussion. Margaret Cameron 
suggested that Hooded Robins 
had never recovered from the 
major drought experienced in 
western New South Wales in the 
1980s. Trevor Pescott suggested 
that of all the birds discussed by 
Marilyn, it was the Restless 
Flycatcher that concerned him 
most. As noted, a decline in 
Rufous Songlark numbers is an 
open question and the other three 
species have always been 
localised in their regional 
distribution. The ‘scissors grinder’ 
however was both common and 
widespread and its decline is of 
real concern. Rohan Bugg 
confirmed that Speckled Warblers 
were still present in some numbers 
in Werribee Gorge and Eynesbury. 
Dave King noted that all the birds 
discussed are insect-eaters and 
wondered if declines in insect 
numbers resulting from agricultural 
pesticide use might be a factor 
along with the loss of the woodland 
habitat favoured by all five species. 
Further valuable contributions 
were made by Craig Morley, John 


A Frenzy at Point Henry 
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Bottomley and others. Marilyn also 
suggested that several species not 
discussed are also apparently in 
decline if frequency of 
observations is an accurate 
indication. Species of possible 
concern include Painted Button- 
Quail, Powerful, Barking and Barn 
Owls, White-throated Needletail, 
Sacred Kingfisher, Rainbow Bee- 
eater, Brown Treecreeper, 
Southern Whiteface, Striated 
Pardalote, Tawny-crowned 
Honeyeater, Jacky Winter, Scarlet 
Robin, White-winged Triller, 
Diamond Firetail and White-winged 
Chough. 


The GFNC and its members play 
an important role in monitoring 
local bird populations, 
documenting records in the 
Geelong Bird Report,’ and 
contributing to national projects 
such as the continuing BA Atlas. 
Marilyn suggested that members 
should pay particular attention to 
recording the species discussed, 
and woodland birds in general. 


The Group expressed their thanks 
for the talk with a warm round of 
applause. 


The speaker at the next 
Bird Group will be 
Craig Morley speaking on 
‘Birds from the Inside Out’ 


...ROb Ganly 


At 8.00 am on Tuesday March 5 | was on my way to my somewhat regular rendezvous under Alcoa’s Point Henry 
power lines to check on fallen birds as the awaited diverters had just been installed. The morning was still andquite 
foggy, and on rounding a bend in the road | saw to my amazement a seething mass of what | assumed to be Silver 
Gulls in the roadside channel, & on the adjacent pond. 
On pulling up | was delighted to see a congregation of birds frenziedly feeding in the “fresh” seawater that 
Cheetham Salt were pumping through the channel and into the apond; 
My quick count (it wasn’t easy) gave the following: 


Silver Gulls 

Great Egrets 

Little Egrets 

Great Cormorants 

Little Black Cormorants 
Little Pied Cormorants 
Royal Spoonbills 
Yellow-billed Spoonbills 
Australian White Ibis 
White-faced Herons 


700+ 


And standing apparently unconcernedly in the background were two Black-winged Stilts, with four Masked 
Lapwings and a Little Raven completing the picture. 
| was not able to determine what the tasty morsels were, for after the “count” duty called, but they were certainly in 


great abundance! 
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BIRD OBSERVATIONS FOR APRIL 2002 ` 
... compiled by John Bottomley 


Lots of interesting observations again this month of which the following are a selection. The most unusual birds 
reported, albeit for the second month running, are the White-breasted Woodswallows seen by Claire Greenwell flying 
over Belmont. As noted last month these are rarely seen in Victoria let alone in the Geelong region. We have our first 
report this Autumn, from Bryant Attwood, of a large flock of Cattle Egrets. These birds are only seen in small numbers 
over the Summer months but return in large numbers to over-winter. Keep your eyes open over the coming months for 
these interesting birds. Originally from West Africa they have naturally extended their range and are now found on 
every continent except Antarctica. Other seasonal observations are of Gang-gang Cockatoos and of Rufous Fantails. 
The latter pass through Geelong in Spring and Autumn and we have three reports this month. The reward for the most 
interesting observation must go to John Newman who saw a Beautiful Firetail, an Olive Whistler, a Pink Robin and a 
Southern Emu-wren all at the same location in the Angahook Park. Not a bad set of birds at all! 


Observers were: (BAt) Bryant Attwood, (BH) Brian Hart, (CGo) Colin Goldberg, (CGr) Claire Greenwell, (CMo) Craig Morley, (DHe) 
Dean Hewish,(GB) Grant Baverstock, (HS) Hans Streefkerk, (JB) John Bottomley, (JCa) Jocelyn Calvert, (JCo) Joan Cohen, (JN) 
John Newman, (MAC) Margaret Cameron, (MHe) Marilyn Hewish, (RBa) Ray Baverstock, (RBu) Rohan Bugg, (RT) Rosemary 
Turner, (VC) Vernon Cohen, (VLJ) Valerie Lloyd-Jones, (VWD) Valda Dedman. 


Species No. Date Comments Observer 
Cape Barren Goose 2 31/3/02 Avalon on the Prices Highway. Possibly Serendip birds? VLJ 
Great Crested Grebe 28 31/3/02 Point Henry. To the East in a raft on Corio Bay. Fading JCo, VC 
breeding plumage visible in some birds. 
Cattle Egret 150+/- 15/4/02 Grovedale in paddocks off Reserve and Barwon Heads BAt 
š Roads. 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle 1 7/4/02 Stony Creek Picnic Ground. An immature bird. Flew off to the MAC, CMo 
West. 
Collared Sparrowhawk 1 8/4/02 Buckley Falls. BAt 
Black Falcon 1 31/3/02 Little River. RBu 
1 9/4/02 Bacchus Marsh. RBu 
Peregrine Falcon 1 6/4/02 Pollocksford. BAt 
1 24/4/02 Parwan Valley, Reids Road. RBu 
Black-tailed Native-hen 32+ 3/4/02 Winchelsea South. HS 
Red-kneed Dotterel 4 24/3/02 Gnarwarre. Two adults with two very small young on dam. BAt 


Also seen 31/3/02, 6/4/02 and 13/4/02. Chicks in juvenile 
plumage on 13/04. 


Banded Lapwing 9 20/3/02 Balliang East. In stubble in roadside paddock. BAt 
7+ 7/4/02 Geelong — Ballan Road South of Carrs Road. MAC, CMo 

Crested Pigeon 1 20/3/02 Little River Bridge on Geelong — Bacchus Marsh oad.BAt 
2 6/4/02 Bacchus Marsh township. First seen in town. DHe, MHe 

Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 12 28/3/02 Whittington. Flying South. BAt 

5 4/4/02 Highton. Also 10 on 7/4 and 4 on 8/4/02. BAt 

6 7/4102 Fyansford. BAt 

25+ 8/4/02 Highton. 12 at 1030 and 24 plus one at 1730. VWD 

7 10/4/02 Moolap. BAt 

4 13/4/02 Stonehaven. BAt 

70 15/4/02 Botanic Gardens, Eastern Park, Geelong. RT 


70+ 15/4/02 Highton. Flying East at 0930. Possibly the same group seen RBa 
later in day at Botanic Gardens. 
Gang-gang Cockatoo 12+ 25/3/02 Highton. Flocks of 2-12+ have been present for six weeks. RBa 


2 25/3/02 Lake Colongulac North of Camperdown. An unusual location. RBu 
4 25/3/02 Highton. Two seen on 8/4 and 10/4/02 and four on 12/4/02. BAt 


2 12/4/02 Buckley Falls. Four seen on 14/4/02. BAt 
Galah 12 20/3/02 Highton. Flying over. RBa 
Long-billed Corella 11 24/3/02 Gnarwarre. Perched in roadside tree. BAt 


200 6/4/02 Pollocksford. Also 8/4 and 15/4/02. Loafing in large tree VWD 
during day before regular roosting time. 


Corella (sp) f 60+ 16/4/02 Lara. Flew over at height in two flocks making an incredible JCo, VC 
noise. i 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 20+ 25/3/02 Balyang Sanctuary. Flying around during a thunderstorm. RBa 


...continued on page 14 
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Species 
Musk Lorikeet 


Little Lorikeet 

Swift Parrot 

Red-rumped Parrot 
Tawny Frogmouth 
White-throated Needletail 
Southern Emu-wren 
Speckled Warbler 

Red Wattlebird 


Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Fuscous Honeyeater 
Scarlet Robin 


Red-capped Robin 


Flame Robin 


Pink Robin 


Spotted Quail-thrush 
Crested Shrike-tit 


Olive Whistler 

Satin Flycatcher 
Restless Flycatcher 
Rufous Fantail 


White-breasted Woodswallow 
Dusky Woodswallow 


Grey Butcherbird 


Zebra Finch 
Red-browed Finch 


Diamond Firetail 


Beautiful Firetail 


Song Thrush 
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No. Date Comments Observer 
Up to 25 Jan-mid April Bacchus Marsh. Unusually high numbers for township. MHe 
40+/- 13/4/04 Werribee Gorge. RBu 
6 13/4/04 Werribee Gorge. RBu 
1 4/4/02_ Lara at Station Lake Road. Vie 
25 - 30 4/4/02 Jerringot. Feeding on dry grasses off Walking Track. BAt 
2 20/3/02 Little River Bridge on Geelong—Bacchus Marsh Road. BAt 
35 - 40 24/3/02 Eastern View. Flying high above the beach ahead ofa front. GB 
1 1/4/02 Hammonds Road, Angahook. Also on 7/4/02. JN 
2 13/4/02 Werribee Gorge. RBu 
50+ 24/3/02 Gnarwarre. BAt 
100+ 14/4/02 Lake Connewarre. BAt 
1 16/4/02 Lara at St.Laurence Park. First time seen in the Park. CGo 
3+ 7/4/02 Stony Creek Picnic Ground towards the reservoir. MAC, CMo 
1 4/4/02 Long Forest at Djerriwarrh Track. MHe 
4 6/4/02 Banksia Track, Brisbane Ranges. DHe, MHe 
6+ 7/4102 Stony Creek, Brisbane Ranges. MAC, CMo 
1 14/4/02 Long Forest at Gravelly Track. MHe 
1 4/4/02 Long Forest at Djerriwarrh Track. MHe 
1 14/4/02 Long Forest at Gravelly Track. MHe 
6 12/4/02 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Two males and four brown BH 
1 12/4/02 aaa at Long Point. A male singing in scrub by the MHe 
1 1/4/01 rana in Road, Angahook. A brown bird. Also on 7/4/02. JN 
1 7/4102 Stony Creek Picnic Ground, Brisbane Ranges. A brown bird. MAC 
1 14/4/02 Anakie Gorge East of Stony Creek Picnic Ground. A brown JB, JCa 
6/4/02 safe Track, Brisbane Ranges. DHe, MHe 
4 30/3/02 Fyansford Common. Two adults and two juveniles. Two BAt 
present 1/4/02. 
1 1/4/02 Hammonds Road, Angahook. Also on 7/4/02. JN 
2 24/4/02 Stony Creek Picnic Ground, Brisbane Ranges. RBu 
2 7/4/02 Anakie village. CMo 
1 20/3/02 Pollocksford. In dense wattles at river's edge. VWD 
1 31/3/02 Werribee Vale, Bacchus Marsh. DHe, MHe 
1 4/4/02 Long forest. DHe, MHe 
20+/- 17/3/02 Belmont. Very unusual in Victoria. CGr 
50+/- 30/3/02 Buckley Falls. Very active. Possibly gathering to migrate. Not BAt 
present 1/4/02. 
1 4/4/02 Highton. Heard calling 15/4/02. VWD 
1 6/4/02 Ceres. Perched on powerline. BAt 
1 8/4/02 Belmont. Calls regularly in the early morning. VLJ 
1 16/4/02 Eastern Park. Calling loudly at sunset. JCa, JB 
6 24/4/02 Parwan Valley, Reids Road. RBu 
2 21/3/02 Buckley Falls. BAt 
20+ 21/3/02 Pollocksford. BAt 
12 30/3/02 Fyansford Common. BAt 
14 4/4/02  Jerringot. BAt 
3 4/4/02 You Yangs at Eastern Flat. RBu 
24/4/02 Parwan Valley, Reids Road. RBu 
1+ 1/4/02 Hammonds Road, Angahook. Several heard and one seen. JN 
Also present 7/4/02. 
1 13/4/02 Bacchus Marsh. First record for township. MHe 
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